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Candidates for election as Second Vice President or Director Elected Nationally must complete this
form and submit it to the Executive Director at the principal headquarters of ORI by 5:00 PM
(CDT) on July I "t of the year in which the election is held.

National Director Requirements - Directors Elected Nationally or by Region must be lndividual
Members of the Corporation admitted to the practice of law. Each such director must meet the
following qualifications at the time of election: (a) The candidate shall have been a DRI member for
a total of at least five (5) years, and (b) The candidate shall have been a member of at least one

ORI substantive law committee for at least three (3) years, and (c) The candidate must have
registered for and attended at least one (1) ORI Annual Meeting within the previous three (3)

years, and, within the three (3) years prior to the final day of the Annual Meeting, the candidate
must have 1) registered for and attended at least two (2) DRI seminars, or 2) registered for and

attended one (1) ORI seminar and one (1) ORI Regional Meeting.

Position sought
! Second Vice President* E Secretary- Treasurer EI National Director

*lf you have declared your candidacy for Second Vice President and are not the successful

candidate, will you consider the Secretary - Treasurer Officer position?

E Yes tl No

Name: Thomas E. Ganucheau

Firm/Comoanv: Beck Redden LLP

A.ldress' 1?21 McKinnev St. Suite 4500 Houston TX77010

Telephone: 7 1 3-951 -621 I Cell Phone: 713-724-4808

E-mail: toanucheau@b n.com

Born llocation): New Orleans Louisiana

Education: B.S. Petroleu m Land Manaoement. Louisiana State Universitv

Juris Doctorate. Lovola C olleoe of Law. New Orleans. Louisiana.



Awards and achieveme TADC President's Award for Leadership and ication:

DRI Exceotional Perform ance Cifation: Best Lawvers in America (2012- nt)' Texas Suoer

Lawvers (2O12 - oresent AV Preeminent Rated - Martindale Hubbell

Areas of oractice: Bus ommercial Litioation. Emolovment (Trade Non-Comnetition)

Professional Malpracti ics. Enerov Litioation

Years as a defense 26

Emolovment historv: I anclman ShellWestern E&P. lnc. 11986-'1988): Clerk Hon Edith H

.Jones United States Fifth Circu it Corrrt of Aooeals (1991-1992): Beck Redden LLP Assoc ate 1992 -?OO1'

Partner 2OO1 - Present)

defens 26

represented countl ess lawvers and law firms in sensitive I itioation and leqal malpractice rs and am often

enoaoed to orotect the in lectual orooertv and trade secrets of mv clients. Not o lv clo I oreserve mv clients'

most valuable assets their reputations, their ideas, and their brands : but also. I ensure that each client is

provided the best result oossible. Mv approach is to defend all of mv clients with the imoortance. as if

o the trust and Eve

individual and ent itv that I have defended over the last ouarter centurv is notable and si nificant in its own

unique wav. Whether I am reoresentinq Fortune 100 moanies on multi-million dollar dis tes or individuals

dis utes n outcome

hments.

unsel.

attached bio reflects a few noteworthv career

Professional affil ns: lnternational Association of Defense Counsel (IADC): Asso on of Defense

Triel Attnrnevq I NTA\ Texa c Rar Aeconiatinn' I tilctânâ Bar Accnniatinn Fcdcral Ror Âccn ciation

Houston Bar As n: Bar Association of the Fift Circuit Court of Aooeals: Colleoe of the State Bar of

F u ndatio r Foundati rEn

Law. Advisorv B rd: American Bar Association.

DRlmembersi :1995

Please describe your previous involvement in DRl, including but not limited to, leadership positions held

Projects contributed to, Committee memberships, presentations given, and written materials authored
Special accomplishments should also be noted.

Steerin DRI T 015-2

Tactics. and Em ment and Labor Law.

-2
Profe LiabilCom



List anv leadershio roles in other defense orqan ns National Foundation for Judicial Excellence

(NFJE): Board of Directors. Executive Committee, N ominatino Committee. Newsletter Editor: IADC (Vice-

Chair. ln-House Counseland Law Firm Manaqem Committeel: Texas Association of Defense Counsel

President (2011-12): Executive Committee (2005-2013 servinq as Secretarv, Treasurer. Executive Vice

President, and lmmediate Past President): Board of Directors (2001 - 2013,2015 - present). District

Director, Membership and Administrative Vice President (3 terms), and DRI State Representative:

Freouent Soeaker at TADC seminars. TADC Annua I Meetino Chair Prooram Chair lmultiole) Chair 50th

Anniversarv Meetinq: Meetino Chair (numerous other meetinqs), Nominatinq Committee, and Trial

Academv Facultv

Describe vour qoals if vou are elected tothe above oosition. One ooal is to raise awareness of the need to

maintain our profession as a profession and the importa nce of our orofession in societv (see below). Another

is to raise awareness amonq DRI members of the importan ce of beino a member. as well as benefits brouqht

throuqh membership. As an orqanization, we must be at the forefront of being relevant to our members,

(brinqinq value to ou

relevance on all fronts with our members. As the practice chanqes with technologv, and our profession as a

profession is attacked, we need to be on the forefront of addressinq these issues to benefit our members, to

advise our membership of the issues facinq our profession, and to be on the front line protectinq our profession.

What do vou believe is t e most imoortant issue confrontino the defense har2

Althouqh there are manv ues confrontino the bar. the most imoortant is the loss of the leoal orofession as a

profess¡on. The practice of law has become more and more of a business, with lavwers losinq sioht of the

practice as a profession. With the focus of the oractice becominq the bottom line. resultinq in cuts of expenses

(orqanization dues), law firms and lawvers are increasinqlv losinq siqht of their role as professionals, including

preservinq the civil iustice svstem for all citizens. providinq the best traininq to our associates so as to assure

the next qeneration of well-trained lawvers, and meetinq the high professional and ethical standards that our

profession reouires. We are beino faced with the prospect of corporations owning law firms (and litiqation

in even the best

ethicallv, and economicallv. We are faced with online leqal providers, "non-lawer consumer-facinq le9al

serv¡ces" and online dispute resolution. Losinq our profession, as a profession, results in a loss in confidence

of the public in our orofession. resultino in a neqative of lawvers in oeneral and a d in the orofession

And because of the focus or the bottom line. lawvers are becoming increasinglv apathetic to the issues facinq

(and attackinq) the orofession.

Define the appro oriate role for DRI as the national defense bar oroanization.

DRI must be at the forefront on national issues facino the defense bar and our ch osen orofession

DRI is the larqest nati onal defense oroanization with a substa ntial network of defen

rotect the citizens from

leaders across

he abili address issu



Th DRI's Center for Law and Public Pol b s home this ion and offers a

to be the national leader on such issues, and to de assistance and coordination to SLDO's to

address these issues. DRI must continue to a as the leadino orovider of oualitv education and

traininq of defense lawyers (with increased focus on technoloqical chanqes to the practice), and

should continue to work toward a national coordi ated effort with all SLDO's on issues of both local

and national imporlance affectinq our profession and the civil iustice svstem.

Hobbies and/or interests: Fishinq. boatinq. bas ball. colleoe football. wine

Familv: Married to Lisa Melancon Ganucheau for 2 vears. Two children - Marv Clare lUniversitv

of Mississippi) and John (Rhodes Colleqe).



Beck Redden,,,
Trial and Appellate Attorneys

HÄMEÐ I}¡

BH$T LAWYËR$
IN AMERICA 2û1? - 2OJê

Lit¡gåtion * Lâbor álrd 6mFtoyment

AVìr FRE ËSrf lNËF{T RATEÞ
MÀRTlNDALE H{.!gS}gLL

THOMAS E. GANUCHEAU
PARTI{ËR

Over the course of his career, Tom Ganucheau has earned the trust and respect of hÌs

peers, includìng regularly representing iawyers and law firms in sensitive legal malpraclìce:

matters. Tum has made a career oui of preserving his clients' most valuable assets: their

reputations, their ideas, and their l¡rands" Tom has been recognizecl in Thomson

Reuter$ Super Lawyers Ïexas magarine and äS One of Texas' Besi Lawyets in .4me¡íca.

Tnnr has been active in the Texas Association of ilefense tounsel, recently seruìng as its

President.

Since joining the fìrm more than 25 years ago after ser.ring as a law clerk to {he

Honorable Ëdith H. Jones of the United States Court of Appeals for tlre Ëiilh Circt¡it, Ïom's

practice has included a wide variety of litigaiion matters, !nclrrding conrplex cnrnmercial

and business litigation, energy/oil and gas litigation, real estate litigation, products liability,

environmental/toxic tort, insurance coverâgê, intellectual property, trade secrets, and

pro{essional malpractice. Tom's broad litigaiìon experience serves his clierifs well.

RËPRH$HñITATI\IF EXPHRI ËNTË

Frofessianal LiabilitY
Multìpfe representation* of law firms and attorneys agair"rst e lai¡ns ol lnalpractice,

breach of fiduciary duty, deceptive trade practices, tnisrepresetrtaiions, ancl related cl¿linrn

arising out of legal representation in both liiigation and commer{:iâil lllatte'rs

Representatl*n of law fÌrm and its purtners arising out of allegatìons of lortuous

interferenoe with contract and interference with prospective busitress relalions arising out

cf the attorney's split-off trom prior firm and farming a new firm^

Energy
Representatlon of rn¡orklng interest swner anel forwer operator agalnst clairns cf

tß.espüs$ to try titfe, trespass, bad faith trespãss, fraud, and tçntuous intec{erence,

ðmang other clain"rs, These claims arose fronr a title dispu{e arrd conflicting claimç t:f

ownership l¡ecause of conflictíng leases covering multiple tracts of lan<J.

Represetrtatlon of inÉernatiunal engineering {irm in lawsuit i*lvoivit^lg the:

enginreering and construçtìon af a petroehemícal ptranÉ' W<lrkt.;d wiih otht-:r Beck

Redden attorneys and filed suit against a Têxas Petrochemical Company ovsr the

engineering and design of a petrochemical plant in Baytown, lexas, whetr petrochetnical

ûornpäny rnade decisions that prevented the plant fronr being completed on schedule and

on budget, and then failed to pay uncler the contract.

Representat|on of wo¡"klng interest owners against êfiergy t¡7$1p¡t$¡y regardinç

ctaims of l¡rçach of ccntract and negliqent misrepresentation, êm$n$ othcrs, arisitrg

out of Subscription Agre$rnent fQr private placenrent ol contpany's r)oìnmon r¡tock and

failure tcl honor Put oPtions'

The College
ol th¿

STÅTE BAR oFTtxils
l'tÒ lt ssîùt ã I i sN'n' ñ ìgh t:l il< âtilril

$upur Lawycrs

Thsrnü.c ü, Sanuchesu

i¡n1lt:tì tlT

q.$



Representation of royalty owners äSa¡nst öperator on claìms of È¡reach af eontraut,

fraud, negligenee, and negligenÈ misrepresentation relating to the operation of oil and

gas TÌeld in Texas, includÌng claims of breach of duties to the non-operators, violation of a

joint operating ¿rgreemeñt, and allegations of fraud and misrepresentations.

R.epresentation of manufacturer of oilfield equiprnent ãgaìnst r:laims ef preclucts

liability.

Multiple representations of oilfield servioe eompanies and individuatrs invotving

claims of breach of contraut, b¡'each of fiduciary dr¡ty, theft, and misa¡rpropriate *f
trade secrets,

R.epresentation of an ênergy eôlïBäny ägäinst claims of seisr'ñic trespass'

Representation of major enersy company in nurnerous mafters, includinç class

action, against claims sf fraudulent inducement, breach of duty of goot$ faith a¡icj

fair deatri¡lg, violation of the l'exas lnsurance Co<je, breach of contraci, negligent handlìn¡¡

of claims, conspiracy, and çommon law fraud, among other clainrs, arìsing out of

compâny's insurance scheme put in place for its employees"

Kepresentatlon of Ìndividual against clai¡'r'ls t¡f t¡reach of tÕmtråët, breøch of

fiduciary duty, fl,aud, and quånt{rr¡T meru¡if, arising oul of allegecl business relationship

formed to exploit Barnett $haìe opportunìties.

Representatlon of nrajor energy cempärìy against Ets London lnsurers for lailure to

abide by their obligations and duties arising Under an ener(]y package of insurance issued

by the lnsurers, relating to damages to a pipeline gathering system'

tommersiaI t*itIgatlon
RepresentatÍon of industriat equiprnent manufactr¡ner against c{alms trf t¡reach of

söntrâct, breach of warranty, and reüated clai¡'¡rs arising out of allegtld failure of the

equipment to meet warranted specifìcations.

Representation of autornotive testing equipment rnanufactr¡rer against e laims of

breach of warranty, and víolations of the T'exas ÞTPA, relating to allegations ihat the

equipment failed to meet its warranted specifìcations and alleged defects in the product.

Representation of minority Õwner ägôinst corporation and m*.iority owner arising

out of a self"dealing trânssçt¡ons and explu'itation of cornpany ö$$et$, resulling in

the entry of an injunction against the majority ewners and the appointment of a receiver

over the corporatiotr.

Representatisn of automated tradïng to¡npan)t and its principals agninst *lairns eif

tortuous [nterferene e with contract and eivil conspiraey arising out of the hiring of at

professional from a potentially competing business^

Fìepnesentatit¡¡r t>f individr¡al against clainrs by formrer enrployer wlrsn hired by new

safety equiprnent nranufaeturer against cìairns of i:reach of contract, breach elf fìduciary

duty, and misapprclpriation o{ trade secrets'

Repreeenfatinn of national RËlT in nrultiple actir¡sls *rising *u( of deveÊ$È)r$ðnt,

leasinE and mlanagement of shopping center prcpertie*-

Representation of investment advisôr in nunlerous ectiüns by formrer *ust*rners

relating to losses suf{ered in market declines.

üefense and reprê$êntaÉion of auto¡notlve dealenship and its prinelpal ìn litìgutl$n

and administrative prcceedings arising out of proposed sale of nufiûrous dealerships



änd cläinìs of violation of franchise agreements.

Fnsducts [-ia]rility/Personal tnjury
Representatlon of safoty equiBment n'lanufacturer against personal injury *laims

over the alteged failure of the product to meet warranted specifications.

Representation of dietary supplernent ¡.¡lanufacturer against claims of sÉrict iiability,

negligence, hreae h of warranty, and eleceptlve trade practices arising out uf personal

injuries allegedly sustained by ingestion of supplemetrts.

Representation of major pharnnaeeutieal rnanufac*urer in suit$ arìsing frorn thu ust: crf

prescription drugs.

ffi.epresentation of a chemical cömpäny against persenal injury c{ainrs arísing out of

exposure to a supefund site.

Representation of the owner sf a forrner reftning operation agaìnsi porsonal injury

claims arising out of exposure to the site.

lntellectuat PrüpsÉy
Represent*tìon of interna(ional ¡rublisher in multipte æcfñsns raising claìnrs of

trademark infringernenl, false advertising, tradenrark diiution, lrademark infringement and

unfair competition.

ftepresentation of internatl*nal spor{ing goods equipnrent ¡nanutacturer in various

n'Ìatters arising out of violations of trademark and copy tìghts, anct tra<Je clress, as well as

mâtters relating to distribufor ìssues.

PRüFËS$¡OruAL ÅTTIVITIH$ Åh¡N MHffi BËP{$þ{ $FS

National Foundation for Judicial Excellence

* Executive Comnrìttee, Member-AtLarge

- Board of Directors, 2014-Present

- l\4ernber, Development Comnrìttee

- Mernber, Nomineting Committee

- Publications thair
- Ëditor, J¿¡dicla/ Exce/ience (newsletter)

Texas Bar Association

- Oil, Gas, and Hnergy Resources Law Sectìon

- Litigation Section

- Computer anrJ Technology $ection

- Labor and Ëmployment Law Section

Tex¡¡s Association of Defense¡ Counsel

- President, 2012

- Ëxecutìve Vice Fresident, 2009-2010

- Secretary/Trea$urer, ?007-2009

- Membership Vice President, 2004-?007

- Board of Directors, 2001 - present

- Long Range Planning Commìttee, ?Ù16-2017

lnternaiir:nal Association of Defense Counsel

- Vice Chair, ln Hnuse Counsel and Law Firnr Managetnent Comnlittee



Associafion of Defense Trial Attorneys

Defense Research lnsfitute

- DRI State Represeniative, ?015-present

- Annual Meeting Steering Committee, ?017-2019

^ Professional Liability Steering Committee

institute for Energy Law, Advisory Board

American Bar Association

Louisiana Bar Associatìon

Life Fellow, Texas Bar F<lundatìon

Life Fellow, Houston Bar Foundation

Bar Association of the Ëifth Federal Circuìt

Fellow Mcmber, College of the State Bar of Texas

.&WÅRä$ ANÞ KAI{KIh¡üS

Named in Besf Lawyers in America for Litigation - Labor and Ëmployrnent, 2012 - 201Û

Named to Thomson Reuters lexas Super {-åwyers, 2Q12 - 2417

Named in Ïexas'Ëesf f-awyers - Texas for Labor and Ëmployment Law, 2013 - 2ü15

"Ëxceptional Per{ormance Citation," l-}Rl - The Voice of the Defense Bar, 2Û11 - 2Q1?

Recipient c¡f the Texas Assocìation of Defense Counsel's "Ëresident's Award" for

Outstanding Service

Rffi[-,&TmÐ ÞüËW$

Partner Tom Ganucheau Headlines HLRS CLE Luncheon

04.ûs.18

2018 Best Lawyers in America Honors Beck Redden Attorneys

08.1 5,1 7

Beck Red<ien Partner Elected to Executive Committee of National Foundation for Judicial

Excellence

08.CI3.16

PLI ffi LIüATIÕN$ ÅNþ PRtr$trruT-&T'üSNS

Presentation, Practical ïiþs fo Avold fhe Lega/ Malpracfice 1-.awsu¡T, HL"RS CLË Luncheon

(April ?û18)



Presentation, Pracfica/ Iþs fo,Auoid o Lega/ Ma/pracfrbe Lawsuif, TADC West Texas

Sem¡nar (August 2017)

Presentation, Meeting fhe Ëfh¡ba/ Cha//enges of Jo¡nf Represenfaflan, TADC ?û1 6 Annual

Meeting (Sepiember ?016)

Fresentation, Ilie Chal/enges of Jornf Re¡:resenfafion, Beck Redden LLP Legal

Malpractice CLË Program (October 2015)

Presentation, Malpractice Prevention, State Bar of Texas Business Disputes Senrinar

(September 20'T5)

Presentati<in, .4uoidinE the Mal¡tractice Lawsuif, Texas Association of Defense Counsel

Meeting (September 20'l 5)

Panelist, Reourting and Refainlng C/ienfs: Reboofr'rrg Your Lega/ Sefi "Ì'exas Associatio¡r

of Defense Counsel Spring Meoting (l\tlay 2015)

Presentation and Paper: Paper (Lega/ Ma/pracfice in Ïexas * Ihe Saslcs, Causes a¡rd

,Avoldance) and Presentation {l-ega/ Maþracflco -- Oousos and,¡:lvoidanceJ presentecJ at

the Texas Association of Þefense tounsel 2014 Winter Meeting

Panelist, Keeping Your /¡l-House Lawyer Happy, $tate Bar of Texas Busine ss Ðispules

Seminar (September 2014)

Speaker, l-egis/afive U¡rcfade, Houston Bar Associaiion Bench Bar Cotrfelrence, 2Ù13

Ço-author, Requirernenfs For trracfictng Law ¡rl Lot¡isiana by Out -Üf-Slafe

,Affonrc'ys, TAÐC Annual Meeting, 2009 (download pdf)

Panel Membe¡ Licerrsrirg rn .,Adjacenf Sfates, Iho lSene$fs for a ïial t.awye¡ "ìAllC

Annual Meeting,2009

$peaker, Ihe Many tha/lenges and Ob/þaflons Presenfed by Ë/ecfronic Ðiscovety,-l"exas

Associatio¡r of Defense Counsel Meetirrg (July 200ô)

Speaker, Dlscover¡4 Pr-rvilege & Ifie For¡ner Ëmployee, Assc¡ciation ol Corporate

üounsel-America, Houstotr Chapter (March 2Ûû6)

Speaker, öorporafe Represenfaflve Oeposifr'on and Êrivl/ege and fllc Ëornrer Èttiployee,

Association of Corporate üounsel-America, Hotlston Chapter (February 2000)

Speaker, tìonsplracy, Texas Bar Association Cause of Action Seminar (äÛ05)

Speaker and üo-Author, .Afforney lJafflity/Attuntey Maþracflco "Ihe ISad Ålews ar¡rJ fh¡r

Ëood ¡Vews, Texas Assr:ciation of üefense Coun$êl Meeting ($ummer 20Û4)

Speaker, ü/ass,Acflon and MUJ#-lllsfrict l-r'fþafton U¡lder H84, Jefferson Õounty Bar



Association seminar (October 2003)

Speaker and Author, Attorney l-iabilitylAttorney Malpraúite, Texas Associatiori of Defense

Counsel Meeting (Fall 2003)

$peaker and to-Author, Darnages-Ëvatuation and Proaf in Ëssmess Lifigatron, Texas

Association of Defense Counsel Meeting (Sumnrer 2002)

Speaker and Co-Autho¡ Mandamus RelÍef 1¡ ffie Olscove4r Confexf, Texas Associatìon of

Defense Counsel Meeting (Summer 2000)

Speaker, Surnmary Judgmenf, Pad One: Procedure, B¿irden of Prool Elc., University ol

Houston Law Ëoundation's Collecting Debts and Judgments (1999)

Speaker and Author, äainage Update 1999, Texas Association of Þefense Counsel

Meeting (tummer 1999)

Speaker, Attarney^ülienf Privl/ege-Unf¡l Deafh Da We P¿¡d, Texas Association ol Defense

Counsel Meeting (Spring 199ö)

S¡reaker, Prcttecting YourseJiFrom loxic Litçafû:n, Fundamentals of Texas Ënvironnrental

Law Cr:mpliance (Decerrber 1993)

TüM M TJ N ËTY INìVTLVËM gþIT

Houston Area Parkinson Society

- Board of Directors

ËtlutÅT*ÕN

J.D. Loyola Law School, cum laude,1991

- Loyola Law Review

- Alpha Sigma Nu, National Flonor Society

8.S., Louisiana State University, Petroleum Land Managemenl, 1985

AmMIS$tÕN$

$tate Bar ofTexas

State Bar ol Louisiana

Unit€)d States Courl of Appeals fcr the Fifth Circuit

United States District Courts for the Eastern, Nodhern, $outhern and Western Districts of

Texas

United States District Courts for the Ëastern, Miciclle and Western Dìstricts r,rf Louisiana


