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Toxic tort litigation and environmental 
regulatory matters present significant liabilities 
for companies today, not just on the legal front but 
also in the court of public opinion. In-house counsel 
at companies that face such liabilities and their 
outside counsel, as well as the technical consultants 
who support them, must keep abreast of legal and 
scientific developments in this area. DRI’s Toxic Torts and 
Environmental Law Seminar will provide a forum where 
in-house counsel, defense lawyers and consultants may 
freely share lessons learned from their successful defense 
efforts and receive practical instruction in defending 
against toxic tort lawsuits.
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What You Will Learn

How in-house counsel, outside lawyers 
and communications consultants can 
work together to manage crisis situations 
successfully

How to conduct effective voir dire  in toxic tort 
and environmental trials

Regulatory reporting obligations for 
environmental releases and how to defend 
against their use in litigation

How in-house counsel may cost-effectively 
handle nuisance value lawsuits and how 
outside counsel can assist them

The latest developments in toxicology 
research of engineered nanomaterials

How to address ethical considerations 
that arise when preparing a corporate 
representative to testify
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	 Charles N. Harper, CITGO Petroleum 	
	 Corporation,  Lake Charles, Louisiana
	 Robin G. Weaver, Squire Sanders & Dempsey 	
	 LLP,  Cleveland, Ohio

10:00 a.m. 	Refreshment Break
	 Sponsored by	 Center for Toxicology and 	
		  Environmental Health LLC
	                 and	 Quattlebaum Grooms Tull 	
		  & Burrow PLLC 

10:15 a.m. 	 Effective Voir Dire  for the Toxic Tort 	
	 Defense Lawyer

Using the catastrophic event fact pattern, 
an experienced defense lawyer will conduct 
a voir dire  of a mock venire. On Friday, 
jury consultant Dr. Meihls will offer her 
suggestions on how to conduct an effective 
voir dire  based on her extensive trial 
consulting experience and candid feedback 
from the members of the mock venire.

	 J. Lee Meihls, Ph.D., Trial Partners Inc., 
	 Los Angeles, California	
	 Robin G. Weaver, Squire Sanders & Dempsey 	
	 LLP,  Cleveland, Ohio

11:10 a.m.	 Don’t Pull Your Response out of Thin Air: 
	 How to Manage All Aspects of Vapor 	
	 Intrusion

Vapor intrusion has become a new 
mechanism for federal and state agencies to 
reopen closed environmental sites. However, 
the issue of vapor intrusion extends well 
beyond the regulatory context, as it often 
involves both prevention and defense of 
private party claims. Ms. Goldstein will 
provide an overview of the problems 
presented by vapor intrusion claims, 
including how to use public relations and 
environmental consulting professionals 
effectively and how to reduce potential 
liability to both regulatory agencies and 
private parties.

	 Heidi B. Goldstein, Thompson Hine LLP, 	
	 Cleveland, Ohio

12:00 p.m.	 Lunch (on your own)

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

6:00 p.m.	 Registration

6:00 p.m. 	 Networking Reception
	 Sponsored by	 King & Spalding LLP

Thursday, March 18, 2010

	 Boarding Pass Kiosk
	 Sponsored by	 ENVIRON 	
	                 and	 TRC Environmental
		  Corporation

	 Internet Café
	 Sponsored by	 Litigation Management Inc. 

7:00 a.m. 	 Registration

7:00 a.m. 	 Continental Breakfast
	 Sponsored by 	Exponent Inc.

7:00 a.m. 	 First-Time Attendees Breakfast

8:00 a.m. 	 Welcome and Introduction
	 Keri Lynn Bush, Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & 	
	 Smith LLP,  Costa Mesa, California
	 Lise T. Spacapan, Jenner & Block LLP, 	
	 Chicago, Illinois
	 Douglas M. Poland, Godfrey & Kahn SC, 	
	 Madison, Wisconsin

8:20 a.m.	 Crisis? What Crisis? Managing Divergent 	
	 and Sometimes Competing Corporate 	
	 Concerns in Catastrophic Situations

When a company suffers a catastrophic 
event, such as an explosion, major 
environmental release, large-scale recall or 
other event that focuses the public eye on 
that company, various interests come into 
play and must be carefully managed. This 
presentation will posit a catastrophic fact 
scenario, and our three speakers—an  
in-house attorney, an outside defense 
attorney and a public relations consultant—
will address issues such as coordination with 
government agencies, consideration of the 
impact of potential litigation, management, 
shareholder concerns, and more.

	 Gene Grabowski, Levick Strategic 		
	 Communications,  Washington, D.C.
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1:15 p.m. 	 Show Me the Money: Using Value Assurance 	
	 Programs to Compensate Real Property 	
	 Owners That Are Truly Damaged

How should a company respond when 
operational activities, discharges, noise or 
odors, either real or perceived, potentially 
negatively impact surrounding real estate 
values? Is protracted and costly litigation 
unavoidable, especially when the residents’ 
negative perception of the impact of these 
activities can evolve into a real estate 
market reality? Mr. Dent will discuss a 
creative, proactive way to satisfy the 
residents’ concerns without the expense and 
adverse publicity of litigating such matters. 
Value Assurance Programs protect residents 
against diminution in property values from 
these activities in the most cost-effective 
manner for clients to resolve the problem. 

	 Jerry M. Dent II, Alvarez & Marsal Dispute
	 Analysis & Forensic Services LLC, 		
	 Birmingham, Alabama

2:15 p.m. 	 These Kids Are Driving Me Crazy: The 	
	 Science of Sensitive Subpopulations

Recent legislative initiatives have sought 
to ban rather than regulate chemicals or 
products, often based on claims that the 
legislation is necessary to prohibit potential 
effects on children. Some initiatives, such 
as those setting phthalate and lead limits 
and banning food and beverage containers 
made with BPA, have been enacted despite 
the absence of adequate toxicological or 
epidemiological evidence of significant risk. 
Dr. Beck will discuss the scientific evidence 
supporting (and not supporting) children’s 
sensitivity and its application to claims 
arising out of legislative bans.
Barbara D. Beck, Ph.D., DABT, FATS, 
Gradient,  Cambridge, Massachusetts

3:05 p.m. 	 Refreshment Break
	 Sponsored by 	Miles & Stockbridge PC

3:20 p.m. 	 Addition by Division: Apportioning Liability 	
	 Using Environmental Forensics

While using science to help apportion 
liability in chemical release and exposure 
cases is not a new concept, in Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company 
v. United States,  the U.S. Supreme Court 
affirmed that companies may demonstrate 
a reasonable basis for apportioning liability 

by presenting evidence of the extent of their 
contribution to a contamination scenario. 
Now, defense attorneys and their technical 
experts have a new impetus to develop 
evidence demonstrating a reasonable 
basis for apportionment. Dr. Boehm will 
discuss a broad set of tools tying together 
chemical fingerprinting, historical source 
reconstruction, background determination 
and dose reconstruction that may assist 
lawyers in a wide variety of scenarios.

	 Paul D. Boehm, Ph.D., Exponent Inc., 	
	 Maynard, Massachusetts

4:15 p.m. 	 Sensible Strategies for Dealing with 	
	 Nuisance Value Cases

Toxic tort and environmental lawyers, and 
in-house counsel in particular, confront 
nuisance value lawsuits on a daily basis, 
but standing up for principle in these cases 
means incurring time, e-discovery and legal 
expenses that often dwarf what settlements 
might cost. Can mediation or arbitration 
help deal with frivolous cases? Can you 
really deter future cases by fighting some? 
If so, how do you acquire a reputation as a 
fighter? Can this work on a national level? 
What factors go into the decision to settle, 
and what should outside counsel be doing 
to make these types of cases defensible?  
Mr. Dimitrief will offer his reflections on 
these questions based on his 20+ years of 
trial practice and in-house experience.

	 Alex Dimitrief, General Electric Company,  	
	 Fairfield, Connecticut 

5:05 p.m. 	 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law 	
	 Committee Meeting (open to all)

6:00 p.m. 	 Diversity and Networking Reception
	 Guest speaker: Sherry D. Williams, 	
	 Halliburton Company,  Houston, Texas
	 Sponsored by	 Gradient
	                 and	 Thompson Hine LLP 

Friday, March 19, 2010

	 Boarding Pass Kiosk
	 Sponsored by	 ENVIRON 	
	                 and	 TRC Environmental
		  Corporation

	 Internet Café
	 Sponsored by	 Litigation Management Inc.
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7:00 a.m. 	 Registration

7:00 a.m. 	 Continental Breakfast
	 Sponsored by	 Center for Toxicology and 	
		  Environmental Health LLC
	                 and	 Quattlebaum Grooms Tull & 	
		  Burrow PLLC

8:00 a.m. 	 Announcements
	 Douglas M. Poland, Godfrey & Kahn SC, 	
	 Madison, Wisconsin

8:15 a.m. 	 Industrial Hygiene for Toxic Tort Lawyers 
What does anticipation, recognition, 
evaluation and control of occupational 
hazards mean? Industrial hygiene is the 
science of protecting workers’ health by 
control of the workplace environment. 
Humans and their environment are 
indivisible. They each act upon each other 
in a “give-and-take” relationship. To assist 
the results of this interaction and reduce 
any adverse risk are what the science and 
art of industrial hygiene seek to accomplish. 
Dr. Toca’s presentation will discuss how the 
industrial hygienist goes about these tasks 
and how this information may help defense 
attorneys in toxic tort cases. 

	 Frederick M. Toca, Ph.D., CIH, CSP, Toca 	
	 Enterprises Ltd.,  Atlanta, Georgia

9:05 a.m. 	 How Best to Worry About Nanotechnology
New toxicology studies regarding the 
potential human health hazards of 
engineered nanomaterials are being 
conducted and reported at a rapid rate. 
Dr. Colvin will provide a summary of this 
toxicology research, addressing the most 
current research as it pertains to the various 
phases of a product’s life cycle. She will 
also make recommendations about what 
manufacturers and users of engineered 
nanomaterials can and should do in 
response to this research, and what they 
can do to keep abreast of this research as it 
develops.

	 Vicki Colvin, Ph.D., Rice University,  Houston, 	
	 Texas

10:05 a.m. 	 Refreshment Break 
	 Sponsored by 	Lightfoot Franklin & White LLC
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10:15 a.m. 	 Regulatory Reporting: What You Report Can 	
	 and Will Be Used Against You

Companies are often faced with 
mandatory reporting requirements 
under environmental, health and safety 
regulations. For example, TSCA and FIFRA 
require companies to disclose potential 
adverse effects of chemicals on human 
health and the environment. The CAA 
and EPCRA require companies to disclose 
the amount of certain chemicals that 
are either stored onsite or released into 
the environment. This session will focus 
on some of these specific reporting 
requirements and discuss ways in which 
plaintiffs’ counsel will use these regulatory 
disclosures in personal injury and property 
damage toxic tort cases. Practical pointers 
on mitigating the potential adverse impacts 
of this data will also be provided.

	 Janet Y. Bivins, E.I. du Pont de Nemours and 	
	 Company,  Wilmington, Delaware

11:00 a.m.	 Surviving Sosa
The Supreme Court in Sosa v. Alvarez-
Machain  refused to slam the door shut on 
claims under the Alien Tort Claims Act (ATCA) 
and instead left the door “ajar subject to 
vigilant doorkeeping.” Former Solicitor 
General Paul Clement, who argued Sosa, 
will examine how the courts of appeals have 
interpreted and applied their “doorkeeping” 
responsibilities and address the future 
prospects for Supreme Court review of the 
potentially enormous and ill-defined liability 
that could be imposed under the ATCA.

	 Paul D. Clement, King & Spalding LLP, 	
	 Washington, D.C.

12:00 p.m.	 SLG Lunch-Arounds (more details on-site)

1:30 p.m.	 Effective Voir Dire  for the Toxic Tort 	
	 Defense Lawyer

As a defense lawyer in toxic tort cases, 
have you ever wondered how your voir dire 
might affect your defense? Dr. Lee Meihls, a 
prominent jury consultant, will offer advice 
on how best to conduct an effective voir 
dire in toxic tort and environmental trials. 
She will also evaluate the effectiveness of 
the voir dire conducted during Thursday’s 
demonstration, including comments from 
mock jurors who viewed the presentation. 

	 J. Lee Meihls, Ph.D., Trial Partners Inc., 
	 Los Angeles, California
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2:20 p.m. 	 Chemicals in My Body: Biomonitoring and 	
	 the Science of Personal Exposure

Analytical chemistry can demonstrate the 
presence of trace levels of hundreds of 
chemicals in the blood or urine of people 
in the general population, and terms like 
“chemical trespass” have been coined by 
activist groups to fuel outrage and fear. The 
scientific and medical communities have 
fallen behind in detection capabilities in 
accurately evaluating the health risks of 
having trace amounts of chemicals in the 
human body. Dr. Aylward will discuss the 
current status of biomonitoring science, 
its strengths and weaknesses, and some 
of the pitfalls to be avoided in interpreting 
biomonitoring data. Ways for defense 
attorneys to guard against improper use of 
biomonitoring data in toxic tort litigation 
will be covered.

	 Lesa L. Aylward, Ph.D., Summit Toxicology 	
	 LLP,  Falls Church, Virginia

3:10 p.m. 	 Refreshment Break 
	 Sponsored by 	Lightfoot Franklin & White LLC

3:25 p.m.	 The W.R. Grace Criminal Trial: The Bad, The 	
	 Ugly—Maybe Some Good

In early 2009, the U.S. government tried 
executives of W.R. Grace for alleged 
environmental crimes arising from 
environmental releases of asbestos from 
the operation of a vermiculite mine near 
Libby, Montana. The case made headlines, 
and the trial resulted in a full defense 
verdict. Mr. Coates represented one of 
the individual defendants in the trial and 
will share his observations to help toxic 
tort lawyers prepare for similar criminal 
prosecutions. The increasing criminalization 
of corporate civil conduct, the selective use 
of corporate documents, the necessity of 
early and thorough investigation, and what 
the future holds for criminal environmental 
prosecutions will be covered.
William A. Coates, Roe Cassidy Coates & 
Price PA,  Greenville, South Carolina

4:05 p.m.	 The Ethics and Best Practices of Preparing 	
	 the Corporate Witness to Testify

Preparing a corporate witness to testify 
requires different considerations than 
preparing other witnesses. In particular, 
because of the attorney-client relationship 
between counsel defending the witness 
and the witness’ role as spokesperson for 
the corporation, there are potential ethical 
pitfalls that must be addressed. This program 
will evaluate ethical considerations and 
best practices involved in telling the good 
conduct story, including defending corporate 
conduct; reconstructing the corporate good 
conduct story; gathering information about 
corporate conduct from various places in 
the company; transmitting knowledge from 
inside employees to an outside expert; and 
providing context in which the conduct in 
question may be evaluated.

	 William A. Coates, Roe Cassidy Coates & 	
	 Price PA,  Greenville, South Carolina
	 Janell M. Pepper, 3M Company,  St. Paul, 	
	 Minnesota

5:05 p.m. 	 Adjourn

Saturday, March 20, 2010

12:00 p.m.	 Return to Hotel

8:00 a.m.	 Community Service 	
	 Project

DRI, in conjunction 
with NOLA School 
Volunteers, is 
pleased to sponsor 
a work day painting 
a New Orleans public school in Orleans 
Parish. You are invited to put on your 
work clothes and join us as we offer our 
helping hands in the rebuilding of  
New Orleans. Transportation will be 
provided to and from the hotel. Sign up 
early by marking the Community Service 
notation on the back of this brochure.
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FA C U LT Y

Lesa L. Aylward, Ph.D., is a principal at Summit 
Toxicology LLP in Falls Church, Virginia. Dr. Aylward 
holds bachelors and masters degrees in engineering 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and has 
over 20 years of consulting experience in chemical risk 
assessment and hazard communication. She specializes 
in applying pharmacokinetic approaches to toxicology, 
exposure and risk assessment, including interpretation 
of biomonitoring data for assessing human health risks 
from a variety of chemicals.

Barbara D. Beck, Ph.D., DABT, FATS, directs Gradient’s 
toxicology and risk assessment practice in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Beck is an expert in toxicology and 
risk assessment and has authored over 100 publications 
on these topics. She has performed site-specific and 
chemical-specific risk assessments, developed exposure 
and risk assessment methodologies, and presented 
these results to the U.S. Congress, regulatory agencies, 
community groups and juries. Dr. Beck is also a lecturer 
in toxicology at Harvard and president of the Academy of 
Toxicological Sciences.

Janet Y. Bivins is corporate counsel responsible for toxic 
tort litigation at E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company 
(DuPont) in Wilmington, Delaware, and manages a 
national docket of toxic tort and commercial cases.  
Ms. Bivens is committed to diversity and she has 
conducted presentations to personnel and bar associations 
regarding diversity issues and DuPont Legal’s diversity 
programs, as well as DRI, the ABA, WIPL and the Minority 
Corporate Counsel Association on various legal issues.

Paul D. Boehm, Ph.D., is group vice president and principal 
scientist at Exponent Inc. in Maynard, Massachusetts.  
Dr. Boehm has devoted his 30+ years of consulting 
experience to advising industrial, legal and government 
clients on scientific aspects of contaminated sediments, 
terrestrial sites and oil spills; the use of environmental 
forensic methods to apportion liabilities and reconstruct 
historical doses; and the development of environmental 
monitoring programs. His consulting experience includes 
petroleum hydrocarbons, PAH, PCBs, chlorophenols, 
chlorinated solvents (TCE, PCE) and natural gas.

Keri Lynn Bush is a partner at Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & 
Smith LLP in Costa Mesa, California, where she focuses 
on employment-related matters. Ms. Bush is active in 
DRI, having served as a national director (2004–2007), as 
former chair of the Lawyers’ Professionalism and Ethics 
Committee, as regional editor of The Job Description, as 
a member of the Strategic Planning Committee, and as 
former chair of the Women in the Courtroom Committee. 
She serves on DRI’s Law Institute and is a member of the 
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.

Paul D. Clement is a partner at King & Spalding LLP in 
Washington, D.C., where he heads the firm’s national 
appellate practice. He also serves as an adjunct professor 
of law at Georgetown and NYU. Mr. Clement was the 
nation’s 43rd Solicitor General and spent over seven 
years in the Office of the Solicitor General. Mr. Clement 
holds degrees from Georgetown University, Cambridge 
University and Harvard Law School. He has argued 
over 50 cases before the United States Supreme Court, 
including Sosa v. Alvarez-Machain.

William A. Coates is a shareholder in Roe Cassidy Coates 
& Price PA in Greenville, South Carolina. A former federal 
prosecutor, he concentrates on white collar criminal 
defense and government investigations and corporate, 
commercial, environmental and health care litigation. 
Mr. Coates served on DRI’s board of directors and is on 
the steering committee for the Government Enforcement 
and Corporate Compliance Committee. He recently 
represented an individual defendant in the criminal 
environmental case, USA v. W.R. Grace.

Vicki Colvin, Ph.D., is the Kenneth S. Pitzer-Schlumberger 
Professor of Chemistry at Rice University in Houston. 
She is also the director of the Center for Biological 
and Environmental Nanotechnology (CBEN), one of 
the nation’s first nanoscience and engineering centers 
funded by the National Science Foundation. Dr. Colvin’s 
primary research is the application of nanotechnology 
to the environment. She contributes to numerous peer-
reviewed journals, having authored or co-authored over 
75 articles. Dr. Colvin holds patents to seven inventions.

Timothy J. Coughlin is a partner in Thompson Hine LLP’s 
Cleveland, Ohio, office. He is the chair of the firm’s mass 
and toxic tort group. Mr. Coughlin focuses his national 
litigation practice on mass toxic tort, product liability and 
commercial litigation. He has represented clients in over 
23 states and Canada. Mr. Coughlin is the lead counsel 
for a number of chemical companies and the industry 
trade association on national litigation involving chemical 
exposures. He is the program vice chair of this seminar.

Jerry M. Dent II is a managing director of Alvarez & Marsal 
Dispute Analysis & Forensic Services LLC in Birmingham, 
Alabama. Mr. Dent specializes in environmental economics 
and real estate advisory consulting. His primary areas 
of concentration include real estate damages, value 
assurance programs, settlement fund administration, 
demographic and geographic information systems, real 
estate value and economic impact. Mr. Dent holds the CRE, 
FRICS and ASA real estate designations.
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Alex Dimitrief is the vice president and senior counsel for 
litigation and legal policy at General Electric Company in 
Fairfield, Connecticut, where he is responsible for lawsuits 
and criminal/civil enforcement proceedings. Previously,  
Mr. Dimitrief was a trial lawyer for 20 years at an 
international law firm, where his practice included product 
liability matters and he was lead trial counsel in the 
United Airlines bankruptcy. He earned his J.D. at Harvard 
Law School and served as a White House Fellow.

Heidi B. Goldstein is a partner at Thompson Hine LLP in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Her practice is focused on environmental 
counseling on a national basis in business, regulatory 
and legislative matters; environmental and toxic tort 
litigation; environmental enforcement actions; site 
remediation; and compliance with environmental 
regulations. Additionally, Ms. Goldstein is chair of 
Thompson Hine’s Women’s Initiative and has been 
recognized as a leading lawyer in natural resources and 
environment by Chambers USA from 2007–2009.

Gene Grabowski is the senior vice president and chair 
of the crisis and litigation practice groups at Levick 
Strategic Communications in Washington, D.C. A 
communications counselor, he manages high-profile 
cases for Fortune 500 companies, major law firms, trade 
associations, and government agencies. Mr. Grabowski 
has represented some of the largest tort defendants 
in recent history, including those involved in recalls of 
spinach, pet food and toys. In 2007, PR News named 
Mr. Grabowski the Crisis Communicator of the Year.

Charles N. Harper is senior corporate counsel for refining 
operations at CITGO’s Lake Charles Manufacturing 
Complex in Louisiana, the nation’s fourth largest 
refinery. Mr. Harper is responsible for the management 
of legal issues affecting the complex. Prior to taking this 
position, Mr. Harper was in private practice for over 20 
years. A significant part of his career has been devoted 
to crisis response.

J. Lee Meihls, Ph.D., is the founder and president of 
Trial Partners Inc. in Los Angeles. She has worked on 
over 1,000 criminal and civil cases, including toxic tort 
and environmental matters, in over 40 states and has 
assisted in more than 300 jury selections in federal and 
state courts. Dr. Meihls was the lead defense consultant 
in Kelly-Moore v. Union Carbide, People v. Michael Jackson, 
Illinois v. R. Kelly,  and the Duke lacrosse players rape case.

Janell M. Pepper is an assistant general counsel for 3M 
Company in St. Paul, Minnesota. She manages product 
liability litigation for several 3M businesses and is 
primarily responsible for managing 3M’s mass tort 
litigation. Ms. Pepper has overseen six product liability 
cases through trial, all resulting in defense verdicts. 
She previously advised 3M’s Medical Division on risk 
management, product recalls, and product labeling and 
warnings. She instructs employees on business conduct 
and ethics, product liability risks and proper records 
management. 

Douglas M. Poland is a shareholder in the litigation 
practice group in Godfrey & Kahn SC in Madison, 
Wisconsin. His defense practice focuses on complex 
litigation, with emphasis on product liability, toxic tort 
and consumer fraud. Mr. Poland is a plenary member of 
the Health Physics Society and has participated in the 
defense of seven class action and mass action lawsuits 
brought against the operators of nuclear facilities for 
alleged physical injuries and property damage caused by 
environmental and occupational exposures to hazardous 
materials. He is the program chair of this seminar.

Lise T. Spacapan is a partner in Jenner & Block LLP’s 
Chicago office, and is chair of the firm’s product 
liability/mass tort defense practice. She handles 
matters throughout the country for both chemical and 
pharmaceutical industry clients. Her matters involve class 
actions, as well as jury and bench trials. Ms. Spacapan 
often develops scientific defenses, culminating in 
successful Daubert  and Frye  hearings and resulting 
victories before trial. She also has extensive experience 
with business litigation. Ms. Spacapan is the chair of 
DRI’s Toxic Torts and Environmental Law Committee.

Frederick M. Toca, Ph.D., CIH, CSP, is an independent 
industrial hygiene and toxicology consultant and CEO of 
Toca Enterprises Ltd. in Atlanta. Dr. Toca is experienced 
in evaluating the workplace for potential hazards by 
analyzing work practices, measuring and evaluating 
exposures to various toxic substances, and determining 
and controlling the nature and extent of health risk in 
occupational settings. He previously worked for General 
Electric, United States Steel Corporation and Hoechst 
Celanese Corporation. 

Robin G. Weaver is an experienced trial lawyer and 
partner with Squire Sanders & Dempsey LLP in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He has concentrated his practice exclusively in the 
area of civil litigation, specifically environmental toxic 
tort litigation and complex product liability. Mr. Weaver 
is a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and a 
fellow of the International Society of Barristers.
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2009 DRI Seminar Schedule

November 12–13	 Asbestos Medicine
	 Fontainebleau Miami Beach,  Miami, FL

December 3–4 	 Insurance Coverage and Practice
	 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
	 New York, NY

December 3–4 	 Best Practices for Law Firm Profitability
	 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
	 New York, NY

2010 DRI Seminar Schedule

January 27–29	 Civil Rights and Governmental Tort 	
	 Liability
	 The Westin San Diego,  San Diego, CA

February 4–5	 Trucking Law
	 Caesars Palace,  Las Vegas, NV

February 10–12	 Medical Liability and Health Care Law
	 Arizona Biltmore,  Phoenix, AZ

March 4–5	 Strictly Retail
	 Wyndham Chicago,  Chicago, IL

March 17–19	 Damages
	 Vdara, Las Vegas,  NV

March 18–19	 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law
	 Sheraton New Orleans,  New Orleans, LA

March 25–26	 Sharing Success—A Seminar for Women 	
	 Lawyers
	 The Westin Kierland,  Scottsdale, AZ

April 7–9	 Product Liability Conference
	 The Venetian, Las Vegas,  Nevada 

April 14–16	 Insurance Coverage and Claims
	 InterContinental Chicago,  Chicago, IL

April 15–16	 Commercial and Intellectual Property 	
	 Litigation
	 Hilton New York,  New York, NY

April 28–30	 Life, Health, Disability and ERISA Claims
	 Swissôtel,  Chicago, IL

May 6–7 	 Employment Law
	 Camelback Inn,  Scottsdale, AZ

May 20–21	 Drug and Medical Device
	 San Francisco Marriot,  San Francisco, CA

June 10–11	 Diversity for Success
	 Swissôtel,  Chicago, IL

Seminar Sponsors

DRI wishes to thank our sponsors for their support at this 
year’s seminar!



Join DRI now and register at the membership rate—a $130 savings!
D R I  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C AT I O N

This application/registration form for first-time members only—all other registrants please use reverse side. 

MEMBER	 o  Defense Attorney—$225 USD/year
CATEGORY	 o  Government Attorney—$160 USD/year
	 o  Young Lawyer*—$130 USD/year (admitted to the Bar for five years or less)
	 o  Law Student—$20 USD/year
o  Male   o  Female

FORMAL NAME						                                    TITLE

NAME (as you would like it to appear on badge)

COMPANY/FIRM/LAW SCHOOL

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE/PROVINCE						                   ZIP/POST CODE

COUNTRY

TELEPHONE			               FAX			                           EMAIL

Is this the first time you are attending this DRI seminar?    o Yes   o No

First time admitted to the Bar in             
STATE/PROVINCE                     MONTH/DAY/YEAR                     BAR NUMBER

o  In-house counsel (as defined below**)	

I am a member of a state or local defense organization.    o Yes   o No

NAME OF ORGANIZATION	

PRIMARY AREA OF PRACTICE				           NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS IN YOUR FIRM

OPTIONAL	 DRI is committed to the principle of diversity in its membership and leadership. Accordingly, 	
	 applicants are invited to indicate which one of the following may best describe them:

	 o  African American	 o  Asian American	 o  Hispanic

	 o  Native American	 o  Caucasian	 o  Other

DATE OF BIRTH	 MONTH/DAY/YEAR		

REFERRED BY (name of DRI member attorney, if applicable)

To the extent that I engage in personal injury litigation, I DO NOT, for the most part, represent  plaintiffs. I have 
read the above and hereby make application for individual membership.

SIGNATURE						             DATE (all applications must be signed and dated)

REGISTRATION/APPLICATION FEES

SEMINAR REGISTRATION:	 o  $745	 Member
			   o  $500	 Government DRI Member
			   o  $0	 Law Student DRI Member

MEMBERSHIP (Check One):	 o  $225	 Defense Attorney
			   o  $160	 Government Attorney
			   o  $130*	 Young Lawyer
			   o  $20	 Law Student

	 TOTAL:

PAYMENT METHOD

o  My check for			                 (USD) is enclosed.

o  Please charge my      o  VISA      o  MASTERCARD      o  AMERICAN EXPRESS

SIGNATURE (as it appears on card)

Please remit payment by MAIL to:	 Please remit payment by COURIER to:

DRI  72225 Eagle Way, Chicago, IL 60678-7252	 JP Morgan  Attn: DRI—#72225
	 131 S. Dearborn—6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603

PHONE  (312) 795-1101     n     FAX  (312) 795-0749     n     EMAIL  membership@dri.org     n     WEB  www.dri.org

* Those eligible for Young Lawyer 
membership will receive a certificate for one 
free seminar when they join.

** In-house counsel is defined as a licensed 
attorney who is employed exclusively 
for a corporation or other private sector 
organization for the purpose of providing 
legal representation and counsel only to that 
corporation, its affiliates and subsidiaries.

CARD #						                  EXP. DATE

2010-0210B

3400-0210-21
Toxic Torts
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